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Introduction

What follows is a concise look at the historical
development, modern scene, and polity of
Congregational Christian Churches, along with a
discussionof the covenantlife of our local fellowship.

Unlike other church movements which have been
based primarily upon creeds and systems of polity,
Congregational Christians have historically been
adherents of what is know widely as Che
CongregationalWay.0



Key lTerms

(he Congregational Way6 is a term which is
typically preferredoverO# 1 1T C OA C A Gdedusei |
doesnot describesa specific set of beliefs or doctrinal
statements. Rather, it describes a way of following
after Jesuswvhich is centered on Faith in God asHe has
revealed Himself in the pages of Holy Scripture,
Freedom of conscience to interpret the Scripture
Individually as a priesthood of believers, and
Fellowship in the love of the Holy Spirit.
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In biblical Christianity .



Key lTerms

Congregational Christians are bound together in the
local fellowship in Covenant with God through faith
In JesusChrist and in Covenant with one another,
according to the bonds of Christian affection in the
power of the Holy Spirit.

Covenant is central to The Congregational Way. We
are bound together in covenant aswe sojourn through
the Christian pilgrimage of this life. God has made a
covenant with His people and likewise we live within
the bounds of covenant
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Historical Development

The roots of The Congregational Way are found in the
driving principals of the Protestant Reformation.
(Luther 95 Thesis October 151 %7 Peaceof Westphalia
/1649.

1Sola scriptura (by Scripture alone)
2 Sola fide (by faith alone)

3 Sola gratia (by gracealone)

4 Solus Christus (Christ alone)

5 Soli Deo gloria (glory to God alone)




Historical Development

The beginnings of a formulation of Congregatlc)nal
principals or theology are found in (Robert" OT x 1
Statementof Congregational Principalso

Which he wrote in 1582In direct opposition to the rule
andthe O 3 OA @ OchEnhgland,Anglicanism.

A

He wasthe first to secedefrom the Church of England,
and the first to found a Church of his own on
Congregationalprinciples.



Historical Development

These Separatistswere primarily Calvinistic Christians
who had been heavily influenced by the prevailing
sentiments and theological principals which drove the
developmentof the Protestant Reformation.

Their theology was centered upon the sovereignglory
of God, adeepspiritual piety, and an abiding reverence
for God in prayer life and worship.

Close historical ties with Presbyterians separated
primarily on matters of polity, not theology or praxis.



Historical Development

Puritans : The Separatists were part of the Puritan
movement who want to purify the church, carry
reformation beyond the Act of Uniformity (1559 that
orders every minister to use the Book of Common
Prayer They believed in freedom of worship and the
simplicity of religious life, wanting more emphasison
preaching than ritual or doctrine.

Separatists : While the Puritans hoped to reform the
church within, the Separatists went further by
breaking away from the Church of England and
worshiping together in their own homes.




Historical Development

Key Principals of Polity & Practice
Local Autonomy
Local & Voluntary EcclesiasticalRelationships
Headship of Christ
Priesthood of Believers
Callsits Own Ministers
Self Governedby boardsand committees
Affirmation of a Covenant & Evidence of Christian
Character only Requirementsfor Church Membership
Shared Authority is Vested in Boards and Committee
Structure. G\ Wise Weaknes®



Historical Development

The Congregational Way was brought to the New
World by the Pilgrims in 1620 This wasthe result of a
growing sentiment on the part of the Separatiststo
find a place where they may live their way freely, after
many of them had fled to Holland for a time, to find
religious freedom.

They saw themselves as spiritual pilgrims; making a
flight from religious oppressivesystemswith the goal
of establishing a place of free worship of the God of
the Bible.



Historical Development

O)

&ll these things we are more than conquerors

through him who loved us. For | am convinced that

neit
neit
neit

ner death nor life, neither angels nor demons,
ner the present nor the future, nor any powers,

ner height nor depth, nor anything else in all

creation, will be able to separateus from the love of
Godthat is in Christ Jesusour Lord.07 Romanss:37-39 NIV

Religion was the mainspring for the migration but its
Influence was vast & broad. The Mayflower Compact
containedthe seedsf American Democracy.




Historical Development

The Pilgrims at Plymouth Colony and the Puritans of
the MassachusettsBay Colony were organized in union
by the Cambridge Platform in 1648 For the first 100
years of life In the colonies, Congregationalism
flourished asthe prevailing religious expression

Without higher courts to ensure doctrinal uniformity
among the congregations, Congregationalists have
been more diverse than other Churches which grew
out of the Reformation.



Historical Development

The modern landscape of Congregational Heritage
Churches bears evidence of the sweeping diversity
which haslong characterized our way.
AWise7AAET AOOO6

Congregational Christians of every generation have

been greatly involved in many of the most important
social movements.

They were leading proponents of the ending of slavery
and many Congregational Christians were outspoken
proponents of x | | A Isuifi@ge and the civil rights
movementsof this land.




Modern Landscape

The United Church of Christ (UCC) wasformed by a
merger of the Congregational Christian Churchesand
the Evangelical& Reformed Church (E&R)In 1957

As a movement, the UCC has typically favored
theologically and socially liberal positions on such
issuesasgayrights, x I | A fight§) abortion, etc.

The UCC represents the majority of Congregational
Churches of O0 1 Ui Ihérifaged As of 2008 11
million membersin about 5,300local congregations



Modern Landscape

The National Association of Congregational
Christian Churches (NACCC) was formed in 1955in
view of the impending mergerto form the UCC.

The NACCC is sometimes referred to asO# 1 | OE |
#1 1 COA C Aa®tEd dokerence does not support
any political positions on behalf of its churches and
exists in a manner similar to that of Congregational
Associationsprior to the formation of the UCC.

About 108 000 members In about 400 churches.
Concentrated Iin California, Connecticut, Illinois,
Maine, MassachusettsMichigan, and Wisconsin.



Modern Landscape

The Conservative  Congregational Christian

Conference (CCCCor 4# 6 Thg CCCCwas organized
In 1948 by some Congregational Christian churches
and ministers who disagreedwith what they perceived
as unacceptable liberal theological, moral, and
political stances espoused (or tolerated) by the
majority of the congregationsand national leadership.

They are the smallest Congregational Conferencewith
As of 2005 the CCCC had 42,838 members in 275
churches




Modern Landscape

Many Congregational Churches have chosen to
becomeor remain independent of these associations
for various reasons We are a local fellowship of
followers of JesusChrist who, in accordancewith the
revelation of Holy Scripture are bound together in
covenant with God through faith, with one another
through the power of the Holy Spirit; to uplift and
support one another in Christian maturity, Christian
charity, and to strive together to build the Kingdom of
God. We are a gathering of believers under the
headshipof JesugChrist. Unity in diversity .




Notable Congregational Figures

- Jonathan Edwards (October 5, 1703z March 22, 1753
was a preacher, missionary, and America's most
important and original philosophical theologian.
GBinners in the Hands of an Angry God.0







Notable Congregational Figures

Dwight Lyman Moody (February 5, 1837- December
22,1899, alsoknown asD.L. Moody, wasan American
evangelist who founded the Moody Church, the
Moody Bible Institute, and Moody Publishers.




Notable Congregational Figures

Washington Gladden (February 11 1836- July 2, 1918
wasa leading American Congregational church pastor
and early leaderof the Social Gospelmovement.







Introduction

First Congregational Church of Peru, lllinois is a place
where the Bible is taught on its own terms, people are
welcomed, friendships are forged, and the grace and
compassionof God are held asvital to our fellowship.

O 4 &ll who are spiritually weary and seekrest; to all
who mourn and long for comfort; to all who struggle
and desirevictory; to all who sin and need a Savior, to
all who are strangers and want fellowship; to all who
hunger and thirst after righteousness and to whoever

will comeo



Local History

The First Congregational Church of Peru was organized
November 27#h, 1837 as the Presbyterian church of
Rockwell, lllinois. The founding members were Dixwell
Lathrop, Esther Lathrop, Dr. Townsend Seeley, Frances
Seeley, and Ira Kidder. The church's first minister was
ReverendNahum Gould.

The proximity of the settlement to the anticipated western
terminus of the lllinois and Michigan Canal offered these
settlers great hope of opportunity and prosperity. Yet in
1838 an epidemic of what is now believed to have been
malaria and typhoid lingered in Rockwell, decimating the
settlement, and forcing the surviving members of the
church to nearby Peru.



Local History

In Peru, the congregation worshiped in Dr. Seeley'shome as well as
other locations until 1841when they constructed a small stone church
building on Second Street During this time, "..the leaven of
Congregationalism worked within the Presbyterian organization until
the whole lump was leavened and the very usages had become
Congregational" In 1853 asa congregational organization, the church
built anew structure at the corner of Fourth and West Streets

In the ensuing 155years, the church witnessed incredible changesin
our town and our nation, yet the church itself may still be describedby
ReverendBascum'swords penned in 1875"It has stood & shonelike a
light in adark placethrough all theseyearsof change,coming & going,
joy & sorrow, growth & sluggishness.. This church, like the building in
which we worship, standshigh, is seen& marked by all. Take out of the
history of Peru the influence & work of this church, & you make it
alt?gehher a different place. 'Hitherto the Lord hashelped us! God help
us farther!"



A Common Faith

O 7 Aelievein God, the Eternal Spirit Father of our Lord JesusChrist

and our Father, and to His deedswe testify; He calls the worlds into
being createsman in His own image and sets before Him the wais of

life and death. He seeksin holy love to saveall people from aimlessness
and sin. He judges men and nations by His righteous will declared
through prophets and apostles In JesusChrist, the man of Nazareth,

our crucified and risen lord, He hascometo us and sharesour common

lot conquering sin and death and reconciling the world to Himself. He
bestowsupon us His Holy Spirit creating and renewing the Church of
Jesu<Lhrist binding in covenantfaithful people of all ages,tonguesand
races He calls us into His church to accept the cost and joy of
discipleship, to be His servantsin the serviceof men, to proclaim the
gospel to all the world and resist the powers of evil, to share# E OE O (
baptism and eatat His table, to join Him in His passionand victory. He
promisesto all who trust Him forgivenessof sins and fullness of grace,
couragein the struggle for justice and peace,His presencein trial and
rejoicing and eternal life in His kingdom which has no end. Blessing
and honor, glory and power be unto Him. Amen.o



A Common Covenant

O 4 E O Ghr3tEstrengthening us, without whom we can
do nothing, we here in the presenceof God, and of this
assemblygive up ourselves,soul and body, and all that we
have, are and shall be, unto God, through JesusChrist to
serveHIm forever, and to be His, and at His disposalin all
things. We proposeto follow the Lord JesusChrist, to be his
disciples to be taught and governed by Him in all our
relations and conversationsin this world, declaring Him to
be our Supreme Lord and Redeemer And we do further
bind ourselves,in the strength of Christ to walk with this
Church in all His ordinances, and with the members
thereof in all member-like love and submissiono




A Common Governance
Diaconate Board z Servantsof the Church, Deacon
Trusteesz Financial Stewards,Building, Grounds
Christian Education z Adult & Children

Missions Board z Local & Foreign Outreach

Executive Committee z Comprised of the chairperson
of eachboard, the Moderator, Vice-Moderator.

The Executive Committee appoints additional officers
and servantswhich are appointed asneededto include
a Church Secretary, Financial Secretary (voted upon),
Treasurer, Choir Director, and Organist.



A Common Governance

The Pastor serves as O Al@/E AEmembed of each board
with the primary role of offering spiritual guidance,
oversight, and ministerial direction.

The Church calls its own minister through the work of a
search committee who present candidates to the church
who are then voted on by the congregation and then a call
IS extendedto the minister. The minister's length of service
IS solely contingent upon the leading of the Lord. A
minister must be duly ordained and appropriately
Installed, according to the mandates of the church
constitution .



A Living Way

New Testament Christianity Is neither an institution or
a dogma. Creedsand theological formulations may
guide and shapeour understanding, but only the love
of Christ guides our conscience and shapes our
character.

(SavoyDeclaration 1658 KansasCity Creed 1913

The essenceof Church is fellowship; with God and
with one another. We celebrate unity in the love of
Christ along with the rich diversity of the body of
believers within the context of biblical revelation.



A Living Way

The Bible alone Is our ultimate rule of faith and
practice. Sola Scriptura

Church is something that we are not a place where we
go. The Congregational O- A A G H 160D long
been a place where the body of Christ gathers to
worship God, celebrate community, and teach the
Scriptures. The peoplearethe Church.

We are guided by the Holy Spirit, nourished spiritually
by the Scriptures,and bound together in Covenant



A Living Way

Christianity Is for today. While we have the biblical
assuranceof eternal life and the blessed promise of
Jesusreturn to establish the fullness of His Kingdom
on this earth, Christianity is a living, breathing,
empoweredexpressionof ' | AgdaCein us.

We are the hands and feet of ' | Addi@passion and
mercy in this broken world. We arethe Body of Christ.

Just as the early Pilgrims set sall for the new world,
uncertain of the future, our way is well lived as faith -
filled 0 E 1 C OlBWirG @fter Christ!



A Living Way

O 4 E Relsaid to them all: "If anyonewould come after
me, he must deny himself and take up his crossdaily
and follow me. For whoever wants to savehis life will
lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will saveit.
What good is it for aman to gain the whole world, and
yet loseor forfeit hisvery O A | (&ke®:23-25NIV)

Christianity is not lived in a vacuum of daily and
oractical application. Christian truth is not
ohilosophical pondering, but rather it is a living
oursuit of ' T AwdllOn our lives.




A Living Vision

This Church has a history of hearing the voice of the
Lord and responding in appropriate fashion. Whether
it wasthe O3 T ®AI & @dent memory, the work of
the O# Al All OAwise financial stewardship,
excellence of Christian commitment Is a common
virtue at First Congregational Church of Peru.

In order to move forward with Scriptural integrity In
the love of Christ, all we must do is to look into our
history to find inspiration for the future. This is what
Godis doing in our midst!







